
How can it affect Your operation? 





È  Highly contagious immunosuppressant 
È The leading cause of Respiratory disease in confined cattle 
È The single most costly disease in the cattle industry 
È Affects cattle of all ages and herd sizes, worldwide 



BVD has a variety of effects and causes 
multiple health issues in cattle including:  

È Negative impacts on reproduction rates  

È Reduced milk production  

È A lower immunity to other viruses  

È Reduced growth rates  

È Respiratory complications  

È GI tract issues  





 

È Can occur between cattle or from 
mother to her fetus.  

È The Virus can be transmitted by 
contact with bodily fluids.  



 

ÈCan occur when an animal 
enters an area that an infected 
animal recently occupied  

ÈMay be in common areas  



«BVD is the No. 1 cause of Respiratory Disease 
in Cattle.  It costs the beef industry over $2 

Billon per year.¬ 

Julia Ridpath, USDA, Animal Disease 

Research Center, Ames, IA, 2005. 



È The virus spreads rapidly if not contained or 
detected 

È Increases instances of disease in your herd  

È Reduces growth rates and causes weaker 
newborns  

È Causes abortions during early to mid -
gestation 

È Increases mortality rate in your herd  

È Antibiotics may only have a limited positive 
effect  



È There are two variations of the BVD virus  
ĞTransiently infected (TI)  

 

ĞPersistently infected (PI)  

 

PI Cattle are the root of 
concern 



È Cattle that contract the virus post -parturition 
are known as TI 

È TI cattle will exhibit common symptoms 
including:  

Á Weakened immune systems 

Á Respiratory infections  

Á and possibly Diarrhea  

Generally recover in 12-14 days 

Recovered TI cattle build antibodies against future 
BVD infections 


